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of Hill, NH, and Richard ‘‘Ricky’’ 
Mazur of Franklin, NH, as the May 2019 
Granite Staters of the Month for their 
dedication to helping their classmates 
whose financial and/or family cir-
cumstances render them unable to af-
ford basic necessities like clothing and 
toiletries. 

When the Franklin High School 
FIRST robotics team sat down to dis-
cuss how they could give back to their 
community, Elizabeth and Richard had 
an idea: They could revamp the make-
shift thrift shop at their school. Now, 
students at Franklin High School who 
are in need of anything from clothing, 
to toothbrushes, to cereal, can get all 
these items anonymously and for free 
at the new and improved ‘‘Karma 
Korner.’’ 

Elizabeth and Richard were inspired 
to act after they noticed that some of 
their classmates were walking the 
halls in the same clothing that they 
wore the day before and learned that 
some classmates were eating their only 
meal of the day in the school cafeteria. 

With the support of their FIRST Ro-
botics teammates, the two students 
moved an already existing makeshift 
thrift shop to a wheelchair-accessible 
room with better lighting and brightly 
colored walls. They added food to the 
inventory of items available for stu-
dents and started a program that al-
lows students to bring home a back-
pack stuffed with pantry items so that 
they do not go hungry over the week-
end. 

Ensuring anonymity and, as a result, 
reducing stigma was important to Eliz-
abeth and Richard. If a student wants 
to check out an item, all they need to 
do is record what they are taking on a 
clipboard, so that the students working 
the pantry know what needs to be re-
plenished. 

Many businesses in the surrounding 
communities have also lent their sup-
port in the form of gift cards or do-
nated items. By collaborating with 
local businesses and charities, Karma 
Korner recently received washers and 
dryers for student use, which were 
bought and installed at no expense to 
the school. 

In establishing Karma Korner, Eliza-
beth and Richard have recognized and 
elevated the dignity of their friends, 
peers, and classmates, and they have 
reminded us of our shared humanity 
and shared promise. I join the rest of 
the Franklin High School community 
in thanking Richard and Elizabeth for 
their efforts to help make their school 
a more supportive and welcoming place 
and congratulate them for being hon-
ored as May 2019’s Granite Staters of 
the Month.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM MEDD 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the efforts of Dr. William 
Medd and his work with Western Maine 
Health and Stephen’s Memorial Hos-
pital. His dedicated work with 
MaineHealth, the largest health sys-

tem in Maine, has improved the lives 
and health of many residents of west-
ern Maine. 

Although Bill is originally from Long 
Island, he has proudly called Maine 
home for almost five decades. He stud-
ied and specialized in Internal Medi-
cine at Wesleyan University and then 
at the University of Rochester School 
of Medicine. Following his medical 
residencies and 2 years of service in the 
Air Force, Bill and his family relocated 
to western Maine in the early 1970’s. 

Throughout his career, Bill has dedi-
cated himself to improving the quality 
of healthcare in Maine, specifically in 
the rural area he has worked and lived. 
His efforts to achieve this goal have 
taken many forms, from serving as a 
trustee at Western Maine Health Care 
Corporation and MaineHealth to his 45 
years as an internist in the Oxford 
Hills region. Perhaps one of the most 
symbolic aspects of Bill’s hard work is 
the growth of the local hospital in Nor-
way, ME. At first a small facility when 
Bill arrived, it is now a fully equipped, 
modern hospital known as Stephen’s 
Memorial and provides quality 
healthcare to the rural region. 

In early 2016, an expansion of West-
ern Maine Health, was named the Wil-
liam L. Medd, MD, Health Center. This 
new facility integrated new models for 
delivering primary care and relocated 
other Western Maine Health units. For 
the last 3 years, Bill has had the 
unique opportunity to work out of the 
facility that bears his name. 

On March 30 of this year, Bill was 
presented the Legacy Award at the Ox-
ford Hills Chamber of Commerce an-
nual dinner. Not only does this award 
embody Bill’s commitment to 
healthcare in Maine, but speaks to 
other contributions he has made to his 
community, from fundraising for local 
scholarships to supporting youth pro-
grams in the region. His work in these 
fields outside the medical profession 
demonstrate Bill’s commitment to 
more broadly improve his community. 

I would like to thank Dr. Medd for 
his decade’s long work in the State of 
Maine. Thanks to his determination 
and drive to make a difference, the fu-
ture of healthcare in western Maine is 
bright. Dr. Medd’s passion for his pa-
tients, community, and State sets an 
example for the medical professionals 
who will follow him. 

Congratulations, Dr. Medd, on a suc-
cessful career and happy retirement. I 
look forward to seeing your continued 
contributions to your community.∑ 
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200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
PITTSFIELD, MAINE 

∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the town of Pitts-
field, ME, which is celebrating its 200th 
anniversary this year. Throughout its 
long history, Pittsfield has continually 
displayed a rich heritage of hard work, 
entrepreneurship, innovation, commu-
nity, and family spirit. Situated along 
the Sebasticook River in Somerset 

County, Pittsfield is home to roughly 
4,200 residents who help make it a 
thriving Maine town. 

Incorporated as Warsaw in 1819, the 
town became Pittsfield in 1824, named 
after one its prominent citizens, Wil-
liam Pitts. Early on, most of the 
town’s occupants were farmers, grow-
ing so much corn and wheat that they 
used the grains to pay their taxes. Like 
many Maine towns, Pittsfield began to 
develop a strong mill industry that 
flourished along the Sebasticook River. 
This assortment of textile, saw, and 
grist mills created hundreds of new 
jobs and Pittsfield saw its population 
nearly double in just 40 years. Closures 
and relocation of many of the town’s 
mills lead to some decline, but the citi-
zens of Pittsfield helped reinvent the 
town, and today, Pittsfield is as vi-
brant as ever. 

Maine Central Institute, an inde-
pendent high school, opened in 1866 and 
continues to serve many of the town’s 
residents and foreign students from 
such countries as South Korea, Spain, 
Guatemala, and many more. The 
school’s Manson Essay contest con-
tinues to bring members of the commu-
nity together every year to hear pres-
entations by students on their univer-
sity level research papers. Along with 
its high-level academics, MCI’s impres-
sive athletic program has produced a 
number of professional athletes, many 
of whom have gone on to play profes-
sional basketball. 

A hallmark of Pittsfield’s economy, 
Cianbro was founded by Carl 
Cianchette in 1946. Cianchette and his 
brothers would go on to grow this com-
pany into the largest construction 
company in Maine, providing thou-
sands of jobs throughout the State. 
Now nationally recognized and 100 per-
cent employee owned, with locations 
stretching into the mid-Atlantic re-
gion, Cianbro is still headquartered in 
Pittsfield. 

It is an honor and a privilege to con-
gratulate Pittsfield on this historic oc-
casion. For 200 years the town and its 
residents have repeatedly dem-
onstrated the hard work and commu-
nity spirit found throughout Maine. I 
hope the residents of Pittsfield take 
the opportunity during this yearlong 
celebration to reflect on their rich his-
tory and strive to make the next 200 
years as prosperous as the last. Happy 
200th birthday, Pittsfield, and con-
gratulations to all who have made this 
a vibrant Maine community.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO T. MICHAEL PUTNAM 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Honorable T. Mi-
chael Putnam, who is formally step-
ping down from his 32-year term as a 
U.S. magistrate judge, effective on 
June 7, 2019. Judge Putnam served the 
Northern District of Alabama as a 
magistrate and chief magistrate judge 
during his many years of service to the 
court. He is the longest serving mag-
istrate judge in the history of the 
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